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This talk introduces my work developing culturabgrams with rural communities in Indiana,
and then explores how Vonnegut’s fiction providesysvof thinking through difficult questions
about the state’s identity, culture, and politiafter a close look at Vonnegut’'s depictions of
Indiana and its people in his novelssxamine how the author places the Midwest’s caltu
history squarely at the center of United Statetohjsand makes it representative of the problems
that currently plague the nation at large. A widgnclass divide, political radicalization, the
collapse of civic discourse—Vonnegut’'s writing leesmboth the causes and potential corrections
to these issues in the traditions and communitgeniew in the Midwest and then makes a case
for writing and storytelling as essential to restgrthe country’s democratic institutions.
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