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SUMMARY

Atopic dermatitis (AD) is a chronic condition that affects the largest organ in the human

body, the skin. The condition most often occurs in childhood, but symptoms may appear at any
age. Taking into account the characteristics of adolescence, AD symptoms may adversely affect
the development of adolescents in all aspects: physical, psychological and social.
The research discussed in this dissertation was undertaken due to the lack of available data on
the functioning of adolescents with AD in the school environment from the pedagogical
perspective. Its aim was to describe and interpret the school experiences of adolescents with
AD.

The dissertation consists of two parts: theoretical and empirical. In the theoretical part,
comprising five chapters, issues related to health and disease, understood in a non-categorical
approach, are presented. The presenting of the possible impact of a chronic condition on the
development of children and adolescents in various aspects was the theme of this work. Selected
concepts relating to the determinants of health and disease were presented. Topics related to AD
were also presented, as well as its specificity and possible impact on the quality of life of
patients. The theoretical part of the dissertation also presents the characteristics of adolescence
and issues related to the school environment. The current legal regulations governing the care
of students with special educational needs, which also includes students with AD, were also
included. This part of the work presents a review of the available foreign and Polish literature
on the topic.

In the empirical part of the dissertation, comprising further chapters. the methodological
bases of the author's own qualitative research, were presented. Thus, the theoretical foundations
of qualitative research and the paradigm within which own research was conducted were
introduced. This section describes the test group. the method used, the research tool used,
as well as the research organization and data collection method. Inclusion criteria for the study
are presented. Fifteen narrative interviews were conducted with young people aged 15-22.
The method of recruitment and conducting interviews resulted from the need to adapt

to sanitary restrictions and restrictions related to the COVID-19 pandemic.



The results of the analysis carried out with the use of the Atlas.ti 8 program illustrate
the multifaceted nature and complexity of the issues raised. The analysis identified areas related
to the school environment, which may affect the experience of adolescents with AD.

The discussion was conducted in the order in which the results were presented.
It includes both the limitations of the study and its strengths. The presented conclusions and
reflections refer to the individual perspective of adolescents with AD, but also touch upon
a broader perspective regarding chronic conditions.

The dissertation shows the school environment from the perspective of adolescents with
AD. From the pedagogical point of view, it gives an opportunity to pay attention to their needs
resulting from this condition. Taking them into account in the school environment may have
a positive influence on the multidimensional development of adolescents with AD and their

functioning in further developmental stages.




