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Talk title
‘Beyond Oedipus and the Academic Sphinx: An Expedition towardsConcrete Hope’

Abstract
What happens to hope in contemporary higher education, and how might we reclaimit?
In this presentation, Dr Craig Hammond will draw on personal narrative, criticaltheory, and cultural experience to explore the tensions between control andpossibility within the university. Tracing a journey from a working-class background to
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academia, the talk foregrounds music as a powerful, lived source of hope andtransformation, offering an affective and experiential lens through which to reimagineeducational pathways.
Using the metaphors of Oedipus and the Academic Sphinx, the presentationcritiques dominant structures within higher education that bind learners throughdisciplinary norms, assessment regimes, and institutional hierarchies. Thesepowerful influences, it will be argued, often constrain autonomy, silence individuality,and reproduce limiting forms of knowledge and authority. Against this backdrop,delegates will be invited to consider how higher education might move beyondconstraint toward transformative, democratic practices that value creativity, agency,and personal meaning-making.
The presentation concludes by proposing a series of experimental “expeditions” forteaching, learning, and research, approaches that metaphorically “unbind the ankles”of learners. These include autoethnography, psychogeography, and heutagogy; eachoffering ways to challenge academic orthodoxy and cultivate more hopeful,exploratory educational futures.


